
 

Jim and Linda Balducci: 
When Orange Calls You Home 
Jim Balducci ’69 and his wife, Linda, are Syracuse University through and through. 
They show their love of being Orange in a multitude of ways. 

For Jim, orange is the color of greatness—Syracuse University helped shape 
the trajectory of his life. He literally wears his pride “on his sleeve” in the many 
orange-colored shirts he buys at the campus bookstore, and there are Syracuse 
University blankets and decorations throughout his home. You cannot miss him on 
the road—his Subaru Crosstrek is orange, the interior is black leather with orange “ stitching, and the license plate reads, “GO SU 44.” 

Most meaningful to the Balduccis, though, is their support of Syracuse University 
students enrolled now, as well as those who will attend in the future. As a benefit of 
their philanthropy, they became members of the 1870 Society (the legacy society), 
joining visionary individuals who have remembered Syracuse University in their 
long-term financial and estate plans. 

“We wanted to do something that would make an impact on the students but would 
also ensure our financial freedom during our lifetimes,” Jim says. “Making a gift 
through our living trust was a way for us to do it all.” 
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Jim and Linda are diverse in their philanthropy to the University, 
with gifts to the School of Education, the Maxwell School of 
Citizenship and Public Affairs—where Jim took several courses 
he loved—and Hendricks Chapel (he used to enjoy a dining 
service there when he was a student, where “you could get a 
whole lot of food for not a whole lot of money!”). 

Then, there is their support of athletics. Avid Orange fans, Jim 
and Linda have had season tickets to the Dome since it opened 
in the fall of 1980—even when they lived in California and 
could only make it back for a few games each season. They fly 
three University flags outside their home in Skaneateles and 
have a brick in the Orange Grove. 

In addition to being members of the 1870 Society—because 
they want the impact of their gifts to live beyond their lives— 
their generosity has also earned them membership in the Hill 
Society this year. Jim and Linda believe that the University is 

the backbone of a strong Syracuse, and see their commitment 
as not only providing opportunities for current and future 
generations of students, but for the city itself to grow 
and thrive. 

“The people here are very genuine. They are truly the ‘salt of 
the earth,’” Jim says, explaining why he and his wife decided to 
move back to the Syracuse area after years spent working and 
living in Chicago and California. 

“Until you leave the area, you don’t know what you’re missing,” 
says Linda, who grew up in Syracuse but left to attend college 
at Northeast Missouri State. “We are thrilled to be back here 
and have the University be a big part of our lives now and in 
the future.” 

“And who knows?” says Jim, “I may even go back to the 
University to take more classes.” 

“



Your Support 
Ensures Our Success 
You likely reflect often on the year at hand, but do you 
spend much time envisioning the future? A solid estate 
plan is a critical component to protect your family and 
loved ones after you are gone. It is also a tool to make a 
meaningful, lasting difference for future members of the 
Orange Family and it can offer financial benefits. 

How an Estate Gift Benefits You 
Depending on the gift arrangement you choose, you can: 

• Reduce your income taxes, 
• Reduce or eliminate capital gains tax, 
• Defer your gift until after your lifetime, so it does not 

affect current income, and 
• Give more—and create a greater impact—than you 

ever thought possible. 

Take Note 
To qualify for a tax benefit in 2019 (when you itemize 
deductions on your income tax return), you must make 

your gift by December 31st. The date used for tax 
purposes is the day you transfer control of the asset. Here 
are gift dates by type. 

• Checks—The postmark date is the date of the gift. 
• Securities—If securities are electronically transferred 

to Syracuse University, the gift date is the day the 
securities enter our account. 

• Life insurance—The date signed on paperwork 
transferring ownership to Syracuse University, 
assuming you properly forward the form to the 
insurance company. Please note: we only accept life 
insurance policies that are paid in full. 

• Artwork and other tangible personal property— 
The day you deliver the property with a signed 
document transferring ownership, if necessary. 

Every Gift 
Makes a Difference 

Your gift, in any amount, makes an impact on 

Syracuse University students. Contact the Office 

of Gift Planning at 888.352.9535 or 
GiftPlan@syr.edu to learn more about 

structuring a gift that fulfills your 
philanthropic and financial goals. 

mailto:GiftPlan@syr.edu


 

Will you have enough money to live comfortably for the rest 
of your life, especially after retirement? With a charitable 
gift annuity, you can fulfill your desire to support Syracuse 
University and get peace of mind that your retirement years 
will be secure. 

A charitable gift annuity is a simple philanthropic idea in which 
you make a gift, and in exchange you receive fixed payments 
for life. You may also select a second person to receive 
payments. It is a reassuring way to supplement income during 
your retirement years. 

Why a Charitable Gift Annuity? 
Charitable gift annuities are popular for many reasons. You 
avoid the ups and downs of the stock market, receiving 
fixed, stable payments every year. Plus, it is simple—no trust 
arrangement is necessary, so you save on attorney’s fees and 
the potential cost of hiring a third-party administrator. With 
a charitable gift annuity you are also able to support your 
favorite institution, such as Syracuse University. 

Offce of Gift Planning 
640 Skytop Road, 2nd Floor 
Syracuse, NY 13244 
888.352.9535 
GiftPlan@syr.edu 

© The Stelter Company 

How Charitable Gift Annuities Work 
Step 1: You make a gift of cash or appreciated securities to 

establish a charitable gift annuity. 
Step 2: You qualify for an income tax charitable deduction for a 

portion of the gift amount. 
Step 3: You receive fixed lifetime payments. 
Step 4: After the term of the agreement, Syracuse University 

receives the remaining funds to be used in a way 
meaningful to you. 

Receiving Payments 
You can establish a charitable gift annuity and select up to two 
annuitants to receive fixed gift annuity payments. If you name 
someone other than yourself or your spouse, certain gift tax 
situations may apply. Be sure to discuss your situation with your 
financial or tax advisor prior to making the gift. 

Contact Us 
Charitable gift annuities offer many benefits for you and 

Syracuse University. We would be happy to answer your questions 
and provide confidential illustrations for you without obligation. 

Weigh Your Choices 
We can help find the right giving option for you. 
Learn more about how you can meet your charitable 
goals with our FREE guide 12 Ways to Make a 
Meaningful Difference. Simply return the 
enclosed reply card today! 

The information in this publication is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor. Figures cited in any examples are for illustrative 
purposes only. References to tax rates include federal taxes only and are subject to change. State law may further impact your individual results. 

California residents: Annuities are subject to regulation by the State of California. Payments under such agreements, 
however, are not protected or otherwise guaranteed by any government agency or the California Life and Health 
Insurance Guarantee Association. 
Oklahoma residents: A charitable gift annuity is not regulated by the Oklahoma Insurance Department and is not protected by 
a guaranty association affiliated with the Oklahoma Insurance Department. 
South Dakota residents: Charitable gift annuities are not regulated by and are not under the jurisdiction of the South 
Dakota Division of Insurance. 

Give Today and 
Get Security in Return 
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