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Forever Syracuse

Transformative Support
for Young Artists



A $15 million gift from Marylyn Turner ’56, G’57 and her
husband, Chuck Klaus G’05, will support the education of
emerging artists in Syracuse University’s College of Visual and
Performing Arts’ (VPA) School of Art through scholarships and
immersion experiences in the Los Angeles area. The announcement
comes just days after Syracuse University publicly launched a
historic $1.5 billion campaign—Forever Orange: The Campaign
for Syracuse University, which seeks to build upon academic
excellence, transform the student experience, and expand unique
opportunities for learning and growth.

“Chuck and Marylyn have seen the potential in our Syracuse
University students firsthand. Their generosity in providing an
immersive experience on the West Coast and access to a network
of artists, not to mention studio space and time to work, will be a
game-changer for young artists’ lives and careers,” says Chancellor
Kent Syverud.

Turner and Klaus, both members of the VPA Council, are longtime
supporters of Syracuse University. In addition to creating
scholarship opportunities for undergraduate and graduate

students in the School of Art, Turner and Klaus’ gift will
endow two immersion experiences they previously
established—Art Week in LA and the Turner Semester.
Founded in 2010, Art Week in LA allows student artists
to visit Los Angeles during spring break to explore art
collections housed in the city’s most significant museums,
as well as visit galleries and contemporary artists’ studios,
including those of Syracuse University alumni. Created
in 2015 as an extension of Art Week in LA, the Turner
Semester allows three master of fine arts students to
experience the arts of the West Coast while living and
working in San Pedro, California (the Los Angeles Harbor
area), during the fall or spring semester.

“A scholarship from Syracuse University gave me the
chance to have a college education, and that changed my
life,” says Turner. “During my time at Syracuse University, I
enjoyed the arts, literature, theater, and music—all things I
was unable to experience growing up in a rural community.
Syracuse University opened up a whole new world of
opportunities for me. I’m so grateful for the experiences
that I had during my student days, and it is a pleasure being
able to help today’s students learn and grow during their
time with us in Los Angeles.”

“Marylyn and Chuck’s generous gift to the School of
Art is transformational,” says VPA Dean Michael S. Tick.
“Scholarship support is critical to attracting the most
talented and promising young artists, as are opportunities

to study in Los Angeles, which boasts a thriving arts
community. I cannot overstate how much we value

Marylyn and Chuck’s commitment to our students
as they prepare for successful careers in the
professional art world.”

Chuck Klaus and Marylyn Turner are
supporting artists with a gift to Syracuse
University’s School of Art.

Visionary Gift to Support Art
Scholarships, Immersion Experiences



If you can make other provisions for your family, there is
a better option for your retirement plan assets—a charitable
gift after your lifetime. When given to your family, a portion
of your retirement plan assets will be consumed by taxes.
Instead, leave assets that are less heavily taxed (such as real
estate, cash, or life insurance) to your family, and consider
using your retirement plan assets to make gifts to tax-exempt
charitable institutions, such as Syracuse University.

To name the University as the beneficiary of your retirement
account, simply instruct the retirement plan administrator of
your decision and sign the required designation form.

There are many benefits to donating retirement plan assets.
• You will make the most cost-effective gift you can make

and save other less-taxed assets for loved ones.
• You can change your mind at any time.
• You eliminate all federal income taxes when you name

Syracuse University as the sole beneficiary. (Or you
receive partial savings when you designate a specific
amount or percentage to the University before giving
your loved ones the remainder.)

• You may enjoy greater flexibility by naming Syracuse
University the contingent beneficiary.

How to Maximize Your
Retirement Plan Assets

For Those 70½ or Older
The Setting Every Community Up for Retirement Enhancement
(SECURE) Act was enacted January 1, 2020, and with it came
the most significant changes to retirement plans since 2006.

Although there are some changes (like the minimum age for
RMDs), there are also rules that stayed the same. For instance,
if you are 70½ or older, you can still use your IRA to make a tax-
free gift to Syracuse University. This law allows you to transfer
any amount up to $100,000 per year directly to a qualified
charitable organization without paying income tax on the
distribution. Best yet, your gift will be put to use today,
allowing you to see the impact you are making on
students’ lives.

• You pay no income taxes on the gift. The transfer does not
generate taxable income or a tax deduction, so you benefit
even if you do not itemize your tax deductions. (Because tax
has not been paid on this money, no charitable deduction is
allowed for this gift.)

• Your gift can satisfy your required minimum distribution for
the year if you are 72 or older.

For additional details, please speak to your advisor or visit our
website at ForeverSyracuse.syr.edu/SECURE-Act-FAQs.

Impact the Future
To learn more about how your gift of retirement assets can benefit both your family and
Syracuse University, contact the Office of Gift Planning at 888.352.9535 or GiftPlan@syr.edu.
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Planning for the future is always a good idea, no matter
where you are in life. At Syracuse University, we rely on the
foresight of those who include a gift to the University in their
financial or estate plans. These gifts are established now, and
can be funded now, in the future or a combination of both.

Depending on the gift arrangement you choose, you can:
• Feel secure about the future of your loved ones.
• Maintain control of your assets for life.
• Receive tax benefits.
• Give more than you ever thought possible.

Here are a few popular gift planning options:
Gift of retirement plan assets. By naming Syracuse

University as the beneficiary on the beneficiary designation
form for a percentage (1–100) of your account’s final value,

Your Future Gift Helps Us Prepare
you can make a tax-wise gift to support the University after
your lifetime and perhaps save your loved ones from paying
too much tax.

Gift in your will or revocable living trust. By including
a bequest of a specific asset, certain dollar amount,
or percentage of your estate, you can make a flexible,
revocable gift. Please contact us for sample language.

Gift that provides income. A life income arrangement
lets you receive regular payments for yourself or others
you choose—for example, your spouse, your aging
parents, or a sibling—for a lifetime. After the lifetimes of
those receiving payments, the remaining assets support
Syracuse University in a way meaningful to you.



Turner and Klaus are actively involved in both the Turner
Semester and Art Week in LA. They provide a residence in
San Pedro for Turner Semester students known as “the Turner
House,” as well as lease studio space at the Angels Gate Cultural
Center, and they attend the students’ exhibitions. During the Art
Week in LA, they often accompany the students on their visits to
museums, galleries, and artists’ studios. “We enjoy meeting with
the students, learning about their work, and seeing their reaction
to art on the West Coast,” notes Turner.

Turner grew up in upstate New York and discovered a passion
for art in junior high school. She chose to study art at Syracuse
University and majored in art education. After earning bachelor
of fine arts and master of science degrees, she began her
professional career as a junior high and high school art teacher,
spending eight years teaching in public schools in New York, New
Jersey, and California, where she and Klaus now reside. While
raising her three sons, Turner also earned a law degree while
attending night school at Northrop University.

In 1980, Turner established the Grand House Management
Company, channeling her creativity into redeveloping and
transforming properties in San Pedro. These include the Whale
& Ale, a British pub, and the Grand Emporium, which features
vintage vinyl, film, and books and is operated by Klaus. Her
leadership as an entrepreneur in California was recognized in
1989 when she received an Outstanding Businesswoman’s
Award at the Governor’s Conference for Women. Other awards
and commendations have come from the California Legislature,
Senate, U.S.A.F. Space Division, Port of Los Angeles, and the Los

Angeles Mayor’s Office and City Council, as well as various
community organizations.

Klaus is an alumnus of the S.I. Newhouse School of
Public Communications, where he completed graduate
coursework in media studies. He is well known in the
Central New York area for his work with WCNY, where
he spent the majority of his media career as a producer,
announcer, and host of programs that explored vintage
recordings, film, and film music. He was also a music and
drama critic for the Syracuse Post-Standard for 23 years.

Turner and Klaus’ many local philanthropic and civic
engagement activities include support of Palos Verdes
Performing Arts, the Palos Verdes Art Center, and the
Museum of Latin American Art. In VPA, they have
also generously supported the Dean’s Fund and the                   
All-Steinway campaign in the Rose, Jules R. and Stanford
S. Setnor School of Music.

In 2014, Turner received the Melvin A. Eggers Senior
Alumni Award from Syracuse University for demonstrated
loyalty and service.

Your gift to Syracuse University—like the one Marylyn
Turner and Chuck Klaus made—can be life-changing
for students. Contact the Office of Gift Planning at
888.352.9535 or GiftPlan@syr.edu to learn how you
can make a difference with your gift today.

It has been great to be in direct contact with so many
different people and artists who all have such varying
experiences here in LA and with such different
perspectives and connections to the art community.
Marylyn and Chuck’s generosity and unwavering
support has had such a positive impact on my
experience and practice here.”

“
—Brett Morgan G’21

The Turner Semester provided me an
uninterrupted and meaningful time to
create work in a beautiful location with
a lot of support. It is a rare experience to
have such an incredible opportunity.”

“
—Taro Takizawa G’17, an artist who

also teaches in the School of Art

What Students Are Saying
For the students, Turner and Klaus’ gift offers many benefits that are key to an artist’s success.



An endowment is a forever gift, a way to ensure your
support for the places and institutions you care about
most—like Syracuse University—live on forever. When you
establish an endowment, or contribute to an existing one, you
create a lasting legacy that reflects your values.

How an Endowment Works
When you make an endowed gift to Syracuse University, only
a small portion of your gift will be spent each year. The balance
is invested, allowing the gift to live on in perpetuity.

Funding Your Endowment
There are many ways to fund your endowment without using
cash. Some allow you to establish your gift now, while others
will not go into effect until after your lifetime.

• Appreciated assets. Using appreciated assets that you
have owned for more than one year may allow you to
eliminate capital gains tax on the asset’s appreciation.
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The Gifts That Keep On Giving
• Life insurance. Name Syracuse University the

beneficiary of your life insurance policy, or make us the
owner of a paid-in-full policy you no longer need.

• Retirement plan assets. Consider naming
Syracuse University beneficiary of your retirement plan
assets. After your lifetime, the funds will establish
your endowment.

• A gift in your will or living trust. Your gift to Syracuse
University can be a specific amount or a percentage of
your residuary estate.

Ensure your support for Syracuse University lives on for generations to come.
Contact the Office of Gift Planning at 888.352.9535 or GiftPlan@syr.edu.

Endowments

A Heartfelt Gift
When you want a gift to reflect the admiration and respect

you have for a loved one, consider creating a named

endowment. It may be the perfect way to honor

them now and forever.



This time of year puts many of us in a reflective mood. We think
about the ups and downs we have had along the way and the special
moments that touched our hearts.

One thing is certain: we at Syracuse University will remember the
positive impact you have had this year by supporting students, faculty
and programs. Your generosity is an encouragement to our students and
other members of the Orange community.

The good feeling that comes from knowing you are making a difference
can grow by combining a current gift with a future gift to Syracuse
University. This thoughtful approach to giving allows you to continue to
see the impact of your support today while also being part of helping us
address tomorrow’s challenges.

Blending your giving today with a future gift may make a bigger impact
than you ever thought possible. You have the flexibility to choose the
combination of gifts that complement your financial situation and the
future needs of you and your loved ones.

We are here to help if you have any questions about how you can
make a greater difference for the Orange family. We can be reached
at 888.352.9535 or GiftPlan@syr.edu.

Facing the Future Together

Your Benefits

Popular Ways to
Give Today

Cash
Securities

Real estate
Personal property

Simple Ways to Extend
Your Impact

Retirement plan assets
Life insurance proceeds

Bank or brokerage accounts
Will or trust

• Increase the impact of your giving.
• Preserve wealth for you and your family.

• Enjoy greater tax savings.
• See the results of your giving today.



Office of Gift Planning
640 Skytop Road, 2nd Floor
Syracuse, NY 13244
888.352.9535
GiftPlan@syr.edu
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If you have a friend or family member you would like to honor,
consider making a gift to Syracuse University in his or her name. In
doing so, you will:

• honor that special person;
• support the Orange family in a way meaningful to you; and
• possibly receive personal financial benefits.

You Have Choices
Three basic methods are available for establishing an honorary gift:

A gift today—An outright gift helps our immediate needs or an
upcoming initiative. The financial benefits include an income tax
deduction and the possible elimination of capital gains tax.

A gift that arrives in the future—Through your estate
or financial plan, you can establish a gift that comes to the
University in the future, in honor of your loved one. The most

common types of these gifts are bequests through a will or
living trust, and beneficiary designations on retirement
accounts, or life insurance policies.

A gift that lives on forever—Honorary endowments can
be established now or through your estate plan. Endowments
are structured so that a small portion of your gift, rather
than the whole amount, is used each year to fund a particular
purpose. To perpetuate the fund forever, the majority of the
fund always remains intact and is invested for the future.

We Are Here to Help
Making an honorary gift is a wonderful way to acknowledge
someone’s vision for the future. Contact us to learn more about
ways to recognize your honoree.

Blend Your Support
If you have been wondering how to make more
of an impact, consider combining your current
contributions with one that you make in the future.
Our complimentary guide Mix It Up: Combine
Your Giving can help give you some ideas. Request
your copy using the enclosed reply form.

The Perfect Way to Honor
Someone You Love


