
 
  

  

  
   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

  

DeAndrea G. Russell ’87: 
Planting the Seeds of Life-Changing Opportunities 
DeAndrea Russell credits Syracuse University with giving her the educational I chose to include SU in my will 
foundation she needed to pursue three different careers—so far. “because I know that my gift will 
After graduation, DeAndrea’s first job was as a social worker for people with have a significant impact on a 
AIDS, the homeless, and the mentally ill. “This was a rewarding and challenging student with financial need. I hope
profession,” she says. “I liked that I could help people meet their basic needs 

future students who benefit fromand support them in some of the most challenging times of their lives—but it 
also takes a toll on you emotionally.” my gift will not only have a major 

impact on society, but will—in 
Switching careers, she then worked as a prospect researcher in development, 

turn—give back to the University raising money for such nonprofit organizations as UNCF, the National Urban 
Continued on Page 2 to benefit other students.” 

— DeAndrea G. Russell ’87 

Make an Impact on Future Syracuse Students 
You can make a difference in the lives of students—like DeAndrea did—by including 
Syracuse University in your will. If you would like to learn how, please contact our Office 
of Gift Planning at 888.352.9535 to get started. 

Forever 
Syracuse 
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DeAndrea G. Russell ’87: 
Planting the Seeds of Life-
Changing Opportunities 
Continued from Page 1 

League, and the U.S. Fund for UNICEF. She is currently a human 
resources professional, with an emphasis on recruiting—helping 
people find the right career and companies locate qualified 
employees. “I love meeting new people and learning about their 
career plans,” she says. 

As she moved from one position to another, DeAndrea found 
that employers were always impressed by her Syracuse 
University degree. “My degree helped me get most of the jobs 
I’ve had,” she says. “My employers knew the value of a Syracuse 
University education.” 

It was at Syracuse University where she experienced personal 
growth, meeting some of her closest friends and, for the first 
time, being exposed to different cultures and groups of people 
on a daily basis. “My experiences at SU were the foundation of 
my adult life, and taught me how to handle life events,” she says. 
Her favorite Syracuse memories are of being on the Quad on 
nice spring days. “I’ll always remember the feeling I had looking 
at the beautiful campus. It was just everything for me.” 

DeAndrea attended Syracuse University thanks to the Higher 
Education Opportunity Program (HEOP) and in gratitude 
has named Syracuse University as a beneficiary in her will. 
“If it weren’t for HEOP, I would not have been able to afford 
SU,” she says. “The program gave me the financial assistance 

“ I’ll always remember the 
feeling I had looking at the 
beautiful campus. It was just 
everything for me.” 

—DeAndrea G. Russell ’87 

and academic support I needed to stay at Syracuse.” Her gift 
to  Syracuse University is designed to assist a future HEOP 
student, or one from her hometown, Brooklyn, New York, who 
needs financial assistance. 

“I chose to include SU in my will because I know that my gift will 
have a significant impact on a student with financial need,” she 
says. “I hope future students who benefit from my gift will not 
only have a major impact on society, but will—in turn—give back 
to  Syracuse University to benefit other students.” 

She encourages other alumni to consider a gift to SU. “If their 
Syracuse educations played an important role in their success,” 
DeAndrea says, “I think alumni should give that opportunity to 
someone else.” 

How Did Syracuse University Change Your Life? 
Gabriella Hale ’18 

“At Syracuse University, I met people from all over the world—people who were studying to 
pursue careers that I didn’t even know existed. Everyone had something unique to offer to 
campus culture, and I was eager to learn about their backgrounds and plans for the future. 
This opportunity to be surrounded by so many people, each approaching life from a different 
angle, was vital as I worked through exactly who I wanted to be and where I wanted my own 
education to take me. 

As a first-generation college student, I had worked extremely hard to earn my degree, and my 
family has been there for me every step along the way. At graduation, I remember looking up 
and seeing them in the bleachers of the Carrier Dome, all beaming and waving frantically. Few 
sights have ever made me happier, and I think that image will stay with me forever.” 



 

 

  
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
     
 

 
 

 

 

 

3 Stages of 
Will Planning 
A will is not just a list of who gets your belongings—it is a 
reflection of your life. It reveals who and what mattered most 
to you. 

Just as people are in different stages of life, they are also in 
different stages of will planning. Which stage are you in? See 
which stage fits you, and what you need to know. 

1 I do not have a will. Do I really need one?
Definitely. A will is the most important estate planning 

document an adult can have, no matter your age or income. If 
you have children or own property or possessions, you need 
a will. Do not let the state in which you reside decide what 
happens when you are gone. Having a will saves your loved 
ones time, money and heartache. 

2 I am ready to create my will.
Great! You have taken the first step in creating a secure 

future. Work with an estate planning attorney to compile a list 
of your assets and who you want to receive them. Select an 
executor to implement your will after your passing, as well as 
name guardians for any children or dependents under 
your care. 

3I have a will but want to update it.
Good idea. You can consult with your estate planning 

attorney about changing your will whenever you want. Some 
situations that could prompt an update: 

• New marriage
• Birth of a child
• Passing of a loved one
• Self-sufficiency of grown children
• Changes in tax law (which happened in 2018)
• A desire to make a gift to Syracuse University and other

charities you are passionate about

Support the Orange 
Family With a Gift

 in Your Will 
We would love to talk with you about 

how a gift in your will can make a 
meaningful difference for Syracuse 

University students. Contact our Office 
of Gift Planning at 888.352.9535 

or GiftPlan@syr.edu to start 
the conversation. Discussions are 

confidential and without any obligation 
to move forward with a gift. 

mailto:GiftPlan@syr.edu


 
  

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

    

  
 

Make a Big Impact on the Orange Family 

“Someone is sitting in the shade today because someone 
planted a tree a long time ago.”—Warren Buffett 

As you think about your personal legacy, how many trees have 
you planted? How many people and causes you care about 
are benefiting now because of something you did for them 
in the past? 

Our goal is your goal: Make the biggest difference possible and 
help as many people as possible. That is what it means to Be 
Orange. It also means getting the most value out of your assets, 
including your hard-earned retirement savings and investments. 

As much as 37 percent of your retirement plan assets can be 
consumed by income taxes after your lifetime—distributions 
from inherited retirement plan accounts are taxable as ordinary 
income to the person who receives them. But when you give 

all or a percentage of your retirement plan assets to Syracuse 
University, we receive 100 percent of the funds. The IRS 
takes nothing. 

Let us help you get your legacy garden growing. Here is how: 
1. Contact the administrator of your retirement plan and

request a change-of-beneficiary form or simply download
a form from your provider’s website. You may modify
beneficiary designations at any time to meet your
changing needs.

2. Decide what percentage of the account you wish to give
to Syracuse University and name it, along with the stated
percentage, on the beneficiary form. Return the form to
your plan administrator.

3. Tell us about your gift! It would be our honor to thank you
for your support. Plus, if you’d like to share your story,
your generosity can inspire others to follow your example.

Offce of Gift Planning 
640 Skytop Road, 2nd Floor 
Syracuse, NY 13244 
888.352.9535 
GiftPlan@syr.edu 

© The Stelter Company 

Know Your Parents’ Plans 
Help your parents plan thoughtfully for the future with 
the FREE guide One of the Most Important Talks You 
Will Ever Have. Send for your copy using the enclosed 
reply card today. 

The information in this publication is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor. Figures cited in examples are for illustrative purposes 
only. References to tax rates include federal taxes only and are subject to change. State law may further impact your individual results. 

Retirement Plan Assets 

mailto:GiftPlan@syr.edu
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