
Forever Syracuse

At Syracuse University, Orange is not just a color. 
It is a promise to leave the world a better place than 
we found it. To that end, we are always looking for new 
ways to overcome the obstacles before us. During these 
unprecedented times, here are just a few of the ways we are 
taking care of the Orange family. 

Commencement—Commencement is a milestone our 
graduating students have tirelessly worked toward and one 
they look forward to celebrating with family and friends. 
In April, after an in-depth survey of graduating seniors, 
Chancellor Syverud announced that Commencement 
2020 will be held this fall in Syracuse University’s stadium 
(formerly the Dome), after the roof replacement project is 
complete and once health officials advise large gatherings 
are once again safe. We are very proud of these graduates 
and look forward to celebrating each of them and all of  
their achievements.
 
Syracuse Responds Fund—While the situation around the 
COVID-19 outbreak changes and evolves, we continue to 
take additional proactive measures to protect our Syracuse 
community, on and off campus. As such, we have created 
the Syracuse Responds Fund, which provides financial 

assistance to current Syracuse University undergraduate 
students facing financial challenges brought on by natural 
disasters or a current social, economic, or health crisis. 
During this COVID-19 pandemic, many students are 
struggling to cover unexpected costs related to travel, 
technology access, health and wellness, and other 
unforeseen circumstances. Please consider offering your 
support to the Syracuse Responds Fund, which directly 
benefits our students during this challenging time. Request 
additional information on the enclosed reply form or  
visit giving.syr.edu.

Orange Central 2020—Scheduled for Thursday,  
October 29, through Sunday, November 1, Syracuse 
University’s once-a-year celebration brings the entire 
Orange community together for an amazing fall weekend 
on our beautiful campus. With dozens of exciting 
activities and events—from the homecoming football 
game to milestone reunion gatherings, interesting lectures 
to exclusive campus tours, and the annual Alumni Awards 
Presentations—Orange Central highlights what it means 
to #BeOrange. Visit the Orange Central website at 
orangecentral.syr.edu to register and learn more. 
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How We Are Doing

For additional information on how Syracuse University is responding to the COVID-19 
pandemic, please visit syracuse.edu/coronavirus.

A WAY TO HONOR YOUR LOVED ONES:  

Memorial Gifts



Gift of Love

Chuck and Marjorie Thompson met at Harvard University in the 1940s. Marjorie was 
working a summer job in the dean’s office while Chuck was attending Harvard  

as part of a Navy training program. They fell in love at first sight.

Remembering an 
Indomitable Spirit With a  
 



The Thompson brothers (L-R) Back: Pete, John 
and Paul. Front: Charley and Jim.

The Thompson brothers—three of whom are Syracuse 
University graduates—have established the Marjorie J. 
Thompson Endowed Scholarship Fund in memory of their 
mother, who died in 1990 from an aggressive form of thyroid 
cancer. John ’72, Paul ’75, and Charley ’76, along with older 
brothers Peter and Jim, established the scholarship to benefit 
non-traditional students—women who are returning to school 
after a long absence, like their mother did. 

“My mom’s education was interrupted and she never regretted 
it, but she also never lost the desire to complete her degree 
and have a career,” Charley says. “We would love to see the 
scholarship go to someone just like that.”

When Marjorie Thompson ’74 was an undergraduate at 
Michigan State University in the 1940s, she took a summer 
job in the dean’s office at Harvard University. One day 
a student who was enrolled at Harvard through the U.S. 
Navy’s V12 Officer Training Program came into the office 
to meet with the dean and struck up a conversation with 
the attractive young assistant. They were both smitten, and 
he asked her out. On that first date, the sailor announced 
that he wanted to have five sons. “She was horrified at this 
and swore she would not go out on a second date with him,” 
says Charley. 

Marjorie Thompson’s Sons Honor Her Memory With an 
Endowed Scholarship for Non-Traditional Women Students

The five Thompson 
brothers—Peter, Jim, John, 
Paul, and Charley—created 
a scholarship in memory of 
their mother, Marjorie.

My mom was indomitable. She was optimistic, energetic, 
extremely hardworking, forgiving, patient, supportive, and 
above all, loving. Our parents always taught us to be generous 
and give back, and we are inspired to create the Marjorie 
Thompson Scholarship because we want to help people like 
our mom. She continues to be our inspiration.”

“
—Charley Thompson ’76



Pennsylvania, and later, in Cazenovia, New York. When her 
youngest son, Charley, graduated from high school and 
announced that he would be attending Syracuse University, 
Marjorie asked if he would mind having his mother tag  
along. She wanted to finish the degree she had started  
25 years earlier. He loved the idea, and mother and son  
both enrolled at Syracuse University’s Newhouse School  
of Public Communications. 

Marjorie earned the credits she needed to graduate from 
Syracuse University with a bachelor’s degree in journalism in 
1974. “Dad was her biggest proponent and fully supported 
her career aspirations,” says second son, Jim.

A Lasting Impression
“When mom died in 1990 it was remarkable to hear  
from all those she touched and left a lasting imprint on,”  
says Jim.

That imprint remains on her five sons. “My mom was 
indomitable,” Charley says. “She was optimistic, energetic, 
extremely hardworking, forgiving, patient, supportive, and 
above all, loving. Our parents always taught us to be generous 
and give back, and we are inspired to create the Marjorie 
Thompson Scholarship because we want to help people like 
our mom. She continues to be our inspiration.”

Charley is the youngest of Chuck and Marjorie 
Thompson’s five sons. 

“Mom was stunning,” says Paul, the fourth in line. “With 
her dark hair and piercing blue eyes, she must have been 
a magnet to young men as the world entered into World 
War II. My mom and dad had a strong attraction to one 
another that only grew stronger as they aged together. 
They acted like lovesick adolescents, constantly holding 
hands as they walked together.”

Chuck Thompson graduated from Harvard in 1947 after 
fulfilling his assignment as an Ensign aboard the destroyer 
USS Massey. His sons remember him as an extraordinary 
salesman who enjoyed a successful career that culminated 
in his appointment as vice president of sales for the 
Gladding Corporation. Looking for a new opportunity, 
Thompson visited his good friend William P. Tolley, who was 
the Chancellor of Syracuse University at the time. Tolley 
convinced him to start a second career in 1967  
as the University’s first director of Corporate and  
Foundation Relations.  

Championing Education
The boys’ memories of their upbringing are of a strong 
support system and a focus on education. Paul says, “Mom 
and dad championed education, and from an early age they 
made sure that in our minds it was not if but where each of us 
would go to college.”

All five of the Thompson boys earned college degrees and 
went on to have successful careers. Peter graduated from 
Lehigh University, Jim from Ithaca College, and John, Paul, and 
Charley all from Syracuse University. “I have always felt I can 
do what I want, live where I want, choose my employer, and 
choose my job because I hold this all-empowering ticket—a 
Syracuse University degree,” Paul says.

Finishing a Long-Delayed Degree
Marjorie had interrupted her pursuit of a journalism degree 
to devote herself fully to the raising of her boys in Pittsburgh, 

Inspirational people inspire others to give to the causes they love most. If you would like to learn more 
about making a gift to Syracuse University, like the one the Thompsons made in memory of their mother, 
contact the Office of Gift Planning at 888.352.9535 or GiftPlan@syr.edu. 

Memories from the brothers’ childhood.



Nothing we do to continue improving the quality 
of a Syracuse University education will matter 
if students and families cannot afford the 
opportunities we offer.

 Every year, talented, dedicated students are unable to 
complete their education because of financial hardship. 
With the help of alumni and friends like you, we can 
ensure that our opportunities remain accessible for 
students whose means may be limited but whose 
ability and ambition are limitless. 

A WAY TO HONOR YOUR LOVED ONES:  

Memorial Gifts
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
You can establish two basic types of scholarships:
 •  Annual scholarship. This award provides the 

student with funds that are completely disbursed or 
liquidated in a single academic year. The scholarship 
may also be renewed with ongoing commitments 
from you.

 •  Endowed scholarship. An endowment is funded 
first, and then the income it earns is used to provide 
students with funds. The principal remains untouched 
so the endowment lasts forever.

The Life-Changing 
Impact of a Scholarship

We would be happy to help you explore your options by identifying the 
scholarship program and method of giving that is right for you. Please contact the 
Office of Gift Planning at 888.352.9535 or GiftPlan@syr.edu to discuss. 

Learn more about creating an endowment or scholarship in honor of someone special with our FREE guide 
Create a Lasting Tribute for Someone You Love or Admire. You will also find information on making gifts 
in honor of loved ones. Simply return the enclosed reply form to receive your copy today.

1957 Commencement

The Gift That Keeps on Giving 



A WAY TO HONOR YOUR LOVED ONES:  

Memorial Gifts
A gift given in memory of someone special is a lasting 
tribute to that person. Making a memorial gift to Syracuse 
University is a wonderful way to establish a link with the 
past and promote a vision for the future.  

HOW IT WORKS
 •  Make a current, outright gift in memory of a loved 

one and you will receive an income tax deduction, if 
you itemize on your taxes.

 •  Include a gift in your will providing that a certain 
dollar amount, a percentage of your estate, or the 
residue of your estate will pass to Syracuse University 
at your death in memory of your loved one.

We would be happy to honor your intentions and help you 
magnify the love you have for that special person. Feel 
free to contact us for more information.

Office of Gift Planning
640 Skytop Road, 2nd Floor  
Syracuse, NY 13244
888.352.9535 
GiftPlan@syr.edu 
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