
 

Forever Syracuse 
S U M M E R  2 0 1 9  

Inside: Brunettis Give in 
Memory of Their Fathers 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

With Otto: John 
and Rockette 
Pirro Brunetti 

Rocco “Rocky” Pirro and daughter 

Rockette when she was a child 

Rockette and her Rocco “Rocky” 
brother, Tom, at Pirro and son Tom 
the stadium stand outside 

Brunettis Honor Their Fathers 
With Estate Gift to Syracuse Football 

Rockette (Pirro) ’70 and John Brunetti are providing support 
to future generations of student-athletes through a generous 
estate gift to the Syracuse Football program. The gift honors 
their longtime connection with Syracuse University and the 
legacy of both of their fathers. 

Rockette cheered on the Orange as the daughter of Syracuse 
University Football offensive line coach Rocco Pirro (1952-
73), and graduated from the College of Human Development, 
now the Falk College of Sport and Human Dynamics. 

“My dad grew up in Onondaga County, so he was proud to 
be coaching at Syracuse University,” Rockette says. “He never 
looked elsewhere even when he was offered other positions. 
They were family.” 

John taught at the College of Law and was later appointed 
a New York State Court of Claims judge after being 
recommended by his College of Law teaching colleague 
and law partner, State Sen. John A. DeFrancisco. 

Their philanthropic gift, arranged through the Division of 
Advancement and External Affairs, is a gift in his will of 
commercial real estate in New Jersey, which John’s father, 
“Fritz” Brunetti, bought in the 1950s. 

“My father valued education,” says John, whose father passed 
away in 1959 when John was 11 years old. “He always 
emphasized becoming a lawyer to me, and he was a pro 
football fan before it was popular. He even took my brother 
and me to what is known as ‘The Greatest Game Ever Played’— 
the 1958 Colts vs. Giants championship game.” 

John says his father would be pleased that his vision—his 
investment—would help others. 

“He was very generous, and the thought that this real estate 
that he purchased so long ago could be used to help the future 
would make him very happy,” John says. “We know he would 
be moved and humbled that his hard work would make life a 
little easier for future student-athletes.” 
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Testimonial dinner: (from 
left) Richard Brunetti, Fritz 
Brunetti (John s father), Edith 
Brunetti, and John Brunetti 

October 1946 AAFC Game Program: 
Buffalo Bisons vs. New York Yankees, 
featuring Rocco Pirro on the cover 

We know he would be moved and humbled that his hard work “ 
would make life a little easier for future student-athletes.” 

— John Brunetti, of his father, Fritz Brunetti 

In planning for the future, the couple determined the 
organizations they wanted to provide for in their estate, but 
the University, in particular, stood out to them. 

“Syracuse far and away has had the most impact on both of 
our lives in terms of not only the number of years but also the 
substance of it,” John says. 

Through the years, the couple—who established the annual 
Thomas S. Pirro Award for a football player who demonstrates 
character and coachability—have been donors and active 

supporters of the University. Rockette has attended many 
bowl games, her first one in 1952 when she was a baby 
and later the 1959 Cotton Bowl in which Syracuse won the 
national championship. Together, the couple has traveled 
the U.S. for such games as the Sugar Bowl, two Hall of Fame 
Bowls, two Fiesta Bowls and the most recent Camping 
World Bowl. 

“We are huge fans of Coach Dino Babers so we were happy 
to support him and the team,” says Rockette, who received 
the 2006 Zunic Award from the Syracuse Football Club. 

If you would like to make a gift to Syracuse University in honor of a loved one, 
like the Brunettis did, please contact the Office of Gift Planning at 888.352.9535 or GiftPlan@syr.edu. 

mailto:GiftPlan@syr.edu


 
   

 

  

 
  

  
  

   

  

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

  

  

 
 

How to Remember 
Syracuse University in Your Will 

If you are like the Brunettis, you hold the Orange Family 
close to your heart and want to keep supporting Syracuse 
University far into the future. But what if, because of life’s 
ups and downs, you do not know how much you can afford 
to part with today? 

You can help shape the future of the University by 
planning a gift that will be made after your lifetime. This 
type of gift is perfect for those who want to support 
Syracuse University but need the flexibility to change their 
minds at any time and keep their current assets intact. 

A gift in your will can take many forms.Think about the 
following before asking your estate planning attorney 
to add the legal language to your will: 

1. Think about how you would like the University 
to use your gift. 
• Do you want your gift to be unrestricted or restricted? 

An unrestricted gift allows the University to use the 
assets for the most immediate priorities at the time 
it is received. A restricted gift allows you to  specify 
how we are to use the funds when they arrive. Are you 
passionate about a particular school? The Libraries? 
Scholarships? Athletics? Faculty support? 

• Do you want your gift to be spent immediately or last 
forever? A spendable gift is used immediately while an 
endowed gift allows your gift to last forever since the 
principal remains intact. 

2. Think about how you would like to give. 
• Do you want to give a certain percentage of your 

estate or a particular asset or a certain dollar amount? 
You name a certain percentage or dollar amount in 
your will or trust to come to Syracuse University upon 
your passing. Also, you can make the University a 
beneficiary of an asset (an IRA or other account, or life 
insurance policy to name a few) by stating a percentage 
or dollar amount on the beneficiary form. 

• Do you want to give a residuary gift? You give the “rest, 
residue, and remainder” of your estate to the University 
after you have named all your other heirs. 

• Do you want to give a contingent gift? A contingent 
gift requires a certain event to occur before the gift 
can happen. For example, you could give the funds to 
a family member provided that person survives you; if 
not, the funds would then be donated to the University. 

3. Think about what to give. 
• Do you want to give cash or securities? 
• Do you want to give an account outside of your estate, 

or name the University as one of the beneficiaries of 
that account? 

• Do you want to give personal property like artwork
 or jewelry? 

• Do you want to give real estate? 

Whatever you decide, we can help match your passion 
with our priorities. 

It is important to enlist the help of a qualified estate planning attorney when naming Syracuse University 
in your will. Please let us know when you have made such a gift so we can thank you and ensure your 
wishes will be fulfilled in the future. 



 

  
 

 

  

 

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

Real Estate: A Grand Way to Help Others 
If you want to use real estate to support your favorite charitable 
cause, you can make the gift in several ways: 

1. Give the property directly to Syracuse University. This earns 
you an income tax charitable deduction when you itemize. 

2. Make a gift through your will. Made as part of your estate plan, 
a gift in your will or trust is a simple, flexible, and versatile way to 
support our good work long after you are gone. 

3. Consider a bargain sale. This is part gift, part sale, meaning 
the University purchases the property from you for less than 
its current value. This entitles you to a charitable income tax 
deduction based on the value of the gift portion, reduces your 
capital gains taxes, and provides you with cash from the sale. 

4. Donate your home but keep living in it. Through a “retained 
life estate,” you make a gift while retaining the right to use and 
occupy the property during your life. You realize an income tax 
charitable deduction for a portion of your home’s value. 

When determining whether 
a gift of real estate is right 
for you, consider: 

• Who among my heirs wishes to 
inherit the property? 

• How will keeping the property affect 
my estate? 

• What is the property’s net rate 
of return? 

• What are the tax consequences of 
selling the property? 

• Has owning or managing the 
property become a burden? 

If you are considering using real estate to support Syracuse University, consult with us about 

how the title is held, existing mortgages, and liens. You do not want these issues to delay or interrupt your intended gift. 



 

 

 

  

  
 

    
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

Celebrating a Life Through 
Support of the University 

Losing a loved one is devastating and stressful. Among the added responsibilities, 
you may have been left with trying to figure out what values they held most dear 
and what you can do to honor and carry on those values. 

Honoring a Memorable Life 
If your loved one supported an institution like Syracuse University or was 
passionate about philanthropy, a great way to honor that person is with a 
memorial gift in their name. 

Here are some memorial gift options to consider: 
• Donate cash or appreciated stock (meaning it is worth more now than it was 

when it was originally purchased) to be put toward our most immediate needs 
or projects. The most tangible financial benefits of making an outright gift can 
include an income tax deduction and possibly capital gains tax avoidance, 
which can help offset the payment of any taxes due from your inheritance. 

• Establish an honorary endowment, which can be made now or through 
your will or estate plan, so your loved one’s name is forever associated with 
Syracuse University. This fund is structured so that a small portion is used 
each year, keeping the rest invested. Because the majority of the fund always 
remains intact, the support goes on forever. 

• Leave a memorial gift in your will. If you are not in a financial position to 
make a memorial gift today, you can include a gift in your will that designates 
part of your estate to pass to the University after your lifetime in memory 
of your loved one. The primary financial benefit is the flexibility you have to 
change your mind at any time. 

Remember to include tax and legal professionals to maximize the impact of your 
gift, and involve your family in your decision. Also be sure to inform us of your 
plans so that we can ensure your wishes are fulfilled. 

Simple Steps 
to Help 
You can make a big difference with 
just a little effort by including a gift to 
benefit Syracuse University in your 
will or living trust. Learn more about 
this easy way to make a difference by 
requesting our free guide Extend Your 
Impact by returning the enclosed 
reply card today. 

Offce of Gift Planning 
640 Skytop Road, 2nd Floor 
Syracuse, NY 13244 © The Stelter Company 

The information in this publication is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor. Figures 
888.352.9535 cited in any examples are for illustrative purposes only. References to tax rates include federal taxes only and are subject to change. State law 
GiftPlan@syr.edu may further impact your individual results. 
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