
Find your preferred way of giving. Like Jeralyn, you can make a gift now that 
matures in the future. Contact our Office of Gift Planning at 888.352.9535 to learn 
about some of the many options available.
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Giving Now and in the Future
Life at Syracuse University was a bit different when Jeralyn Delisi Lowe ’64, 
G’65 was a student here. Residence halls had a curfew—9 p.m. on weeknights 
and just a little after midnight on weekends. Female students were expected 
to wear blouses, cardigans, skirts, knee socks, and penny loafers, which 
were the height of fashion at the time. They were strongly discouraged from 
wearing pants or slacks, except on the coldest, snowiest days.

Although Jeralyn enjoyed her classes, some of her favorite memories at 
Syracuse University include being with friends at night and on the weekends. 
In fact, she fondly remembers a time when the students next door came over 
to throw their clothes around, just for fun.

Those special times—and the excellent education she received at Syracuse 
University—inspired Jeralyn to help future students have the same 
(or better) experience.

Continued on Page 4

I believe it is financially 
strategic, smart planning, 
and most of all, emotionally 
satisfying.”

“
— Jeralyn Delisi Lowe ’64



If you like keeping things simple, consider using beneficiary designations for 
important financial accounts. Most states* allow you to designate a person(s) or 
organization(s) to receive proceeds in one of two ways:

Payable on death (POD): You name one or more persons or charities like 
Syracuse University as the beneficiary of your checking, savings or certificates 
of deposit once you, the account owner, pass away. 

Transfer on death (TOD): You designate one or more persons or charities like 
Syracuse University to receive proceeds from your brokerage or investment 
account after your lifetime. 

Bear in mind, it is not necessary for the designation to transfer all of the  
account solely to Syracuse University—you can designate a certain percentage 
of the account.

Also, with both POD and TOD accounts, the beneficiary has no rights to the 
funds until after your lifetime. Until then, you are free to use the money in the 
account, to change the beneficiary, or to close the account. 
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Flexible Ways to  
Support the University 

*State laws govern payable-on-death accounts and transfer-on-death accounts. Please consult with your bank 
representative or investment advisor if you are considering these gifts.

To learn more about gift planning 
ideas—such as naming Syracuse 

University as a beneficiary of 
your bank, certificate of deposit, 

or brokerage account—please 
contact us at GiftPlan@syr.edu or 

888.352.9535.

Leave Your  
Legacy 

A group of 122 seniors 
in the Renée Crown 
University Honors 
Program presented 
their capstone projects 
the first week of May.

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY  NEWS

Capstone projects are the culmination of three to four 
semesters of independent research, professional, and 
creative work by students from across the schools 
and colleges of the University. Working with a faculty 
advisor, the students design, research, and complete a 
significant project in their major field of study.

The projects range from work developed 
in scientific labs; to creative projects 
including magazines, screen plays, and 
films; to architectural theses; to research 
and analysis representing a wide range of 
disciplines and methodologies.



Avoid These Giving Mistakes
Maximize Your Contributions

Transfer Savings Bonds
Transferring savings bonds during your lifetime usually results in taxable 
income. But if you include a provision in your will to leave the bonds to 

Syracuse University, we redeem the bonds free of tax after your lifetime.

Donate a Commercial Annuity
Donating a commercial annuity during your lifetime may also result in 
taxable income. But if you name Syracuse University as beneficiary of a 

percentage (1-100%) of the annuity after your lifetime, we receive that portion of 
the annuity tax-free. 

Sell Stock and Donate Proceeds
If you have owned stock for more than a year and it has increased in value, 
donate the stock directly to Syracuse University. You eliminate capital 

gains tax and receive an income tax charitable deduction for the full fair market 
value, when you itemize. Exception: If it has decreased in value, sell the stock first, 
then donate the proceeds. You can take the loss on your taxes and get a potential 
charitable deduction as well. 

Take an IRA Distribution, and Then Write Check
If you are 70½ or older and withdrawing funds from your IRA to meet 
the required minimum distribution requirement, you will pay taxes on 

that distribution before making a donation to charity. Instead, consider giving to 
Syracuse University directly from your IRA. This way, your distribution does not 
count toward income, you avoid paying taxes on the distribution, and it is beneficial 
regardless of whether you itemize your taxes.  

Prepare for the future—
yours and ours—with our 
Personal Estate Planning 
Kit. Download yours at 

ForeverSyracuse.syr.edu/
planning-kit.

Plan Today, 
Change Lives 

Tomorrow

We Can Help
We will help you reap the most benefits from your gift and make a 
meaningful difference at Syracuse University. Contact our Office 
of Gift Planning at 888.352.9535 to learn more.



Gifts That Give Back

Blend Your Support
If you have been wondering how to make more of an 
impact, consider combining your current contributions 
with one that you make in the future. Our complimentary 
guide Customize Your Gift can help give you some ideas. 
Request your copy using the enclosed reply card.

Office of Gift Planning
820 Comstock Avenue, Suite 100
Syracuse, NY 13244
888.352.9535 
GiftPlan@syr.edu 

© The Stelter Company 
The information in this publication is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor. Figures cited in examples are for hypothetical purposes 
only and are subject to change. References to estate and income taxes include federal taxes only. State income/estate taxes or state law may impact your results.

In 1909, Belva Ann Lockwood, 
women’s rights pioneer and the 
first woman to argue a case before 
the U.S. Supreme Court, received 
an honorary doctorate from the 
University. She received a master’s 
degree in 1872. 

In 1920, the University celebrated 
the Golden Jubilee of its founding. 
The first class to enroll totaled 41 
students. Half a century later, that 
figure was more than 5,000.

In 2017, Vernon E. Jordan Jr., 
civil rights activist and a senior 
managing director of Lazard 
Frères & Co. LLC, delivered the 
Commencement address to  
6,363 degree recipients.

“My parents made sure I had a degree to fall back on,” says Jeralyn, who 
earned a bachelor’s degree in fashion merchandising from what was then 
the College of Home Economics and a master’s degree in education. 
“Syracuse University was a training ground for me—it gave me the 
experience of cherishing relationships and taught me self-discipline.”

After graduation, Jeralyn began working in Project Head Start in 
California, then took a position with the Michigan Department of Social 
Services, where she worked for 30 years, serving for 18 years as a 
director of county public welfare.

Through the years, Jeralyn has given to the Syracuse University colleges 
that housed her undergraduate major. “No one goes into social work 
expecting to get rich,” she says. “I gave what I could.”

Recently, she decided to donate a larger amount to the School of Social 
Work, providing an unrestricted gift in her trust. “From serving on the 
boards of many child welfare and family service agencies in the past 
40 years, I learned how important and rare it is to receive donations 
that can be used for out-of-the box ideas to aid faculty, or for other 
opportunities,” she says. “That’s why my gift is unrestricted.”

Since she plans to live at least another 30 years, Jeralyn also decided 
to give an additional gift now, to support current faculty and students. 
“Interestingly, giving now has some tax advantages,” she says. “When 
it’s time for me to begin taking a required distribution from my IRA, I will 
need higher tax deductions. So my gifts may need to increase rather  
than decrease.”

Jeralyn encourages other alumni to give to the University, during their 
lifetimes and through their trusts and wills. “For me, there is a depth of 
satisfaction and ‘rightness’ about this,” she says. “I believe it is financially 
strategic, smart planning, and most of all, emotionally satisfying.”
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